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Steel Institute, was recently interviewed by the Berlin correspondent of the Daily Mail, to whom he revealed1 the fact that Germany, the Doubting Thomas of the nations, had now reached a frame of mind in which mere protestations of good will towards her were waste of breath; that what she now wanted from England was a sign, a " tangible act like the cession of Walfisch Bay." Sir Robert Hadfield, convinced that the destiny and future progress of the world are largely in the hands of England, Germany and the United States, proposed a triple entente of those three Powers in China, with the object of exploiting " the greatest stores of coal and iron in the world." He urged the appointment of an Anglo-German board of twenty members, all business men, " ten great Englishmen and ten great Germans, clothed with plenipotentiary powers by their respective governments, to discuss and seal what might be called a ' Treaty of Toleration/ " Diplomatists, soldiers and sailors, added Sir Robert Hadfield, are too " professionally myopic " to be of any use on such a committee. What is certain is that France and Germany might indeed come rapidly to terms if their national affairs could but be treated as mere " business propositions " ; if, in a word, there were no such complications of their problem as have been set forth in this attempt to teurvey the world's history from the Treaty of Frankfort to the opening of the Panama Canal, and if theoretical economists might only be free to settle the question of international relations by leaving out all the factors that make their solution difficult. It would be possible to adopt the principle of Sir Robert Hadfield's plan, provided the conditions just indicated have previously been laid down; and, indeed, this principle is sure to be applied before long in a rational way ; but if ever England were complacently to favour the diversion of German expansion from Asia towards Africa, not only would she undo the work of twenty years, and weaken her French ally, but she would be 1 " What Germany wants/' Daily Afat/, February 20, 1912.